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Let there be 

PEACE 

A CANTATA  
 

 

MUSIC BY DAVID IAN KRAM 

Senior Fellow, the University of Melbourne 

WORDS BY KEVIN O’FLAHERTY 

 

 FOR ADULT CHOIR, CHILDREN’S CHOIR, SOLOISTS AND ORCHESTRA 

Or choir SATB 

 

25 MINUTES, EIGHT MUSICAL PIECES 

 

SCORING: 
 

2 flutes (piccolos), 2 oboes (cor anglais), 2 clarinets (bass clarinet), 2 bassoons, 4 horns, 2 trumpets, trombone, 

bass trombone, timpani (one player, five instruments), percussion (two players: snare drum, bass drum, triangle, 

cymbals, tam-tam, glockenspiel), strings. 

There is also a version for concert band. Contact davidkram@bigpond.com 
 

ABOUT THIS WORK 
 
 

This cantata is a shortened version of Peace, a Cantata for John Monash, which celebrates peace, Australia and the 
friendship between France and Australia, embodied in the life and times of Sir John Monash (1865-1931). It 
premiered at Hamer Hall in September 2017 under the direction of the composer. He adapted it into French 
and rescored it for concert band, retitling it Cantate pour la paix. The French version was performed in Amiens in 
April and September 2018 and again in Mauritius in November 2018. 
 

Let There be Peace distils the essence of a general message of peace, so some texts have been slightly altered from 

the original. Also, this cantata can be performed by a standard choir, with or without children and soloists.  

There exists also a vocal score, for accompaniment by piano or organ. 
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Index 

 

1) Let there be peace (choir, children, soloists or SATB) 

The final baritone phrases “Strive…community” paraphrase Monash’s life philosophy.  

 

 
(2) Eternal One, grant us Your peace (choir, children or SATB)  
Prayer for peace and acknowledgement of voluntary service. 
 

 
(3) Eternal One, grant us peace (SATB) 
Acknowledges the peace of death. 
 
 
(4) Do good – truth and fairness (children, baritone solo or SATB) 
Expounding the virtues of peace through rightful actions which benefit all. 
 

(5) Peacemakers who sow in peace (ABB) 

 Celebrating peace, justice and industry.. 

 
 

(6) Blessed are the peacemakers (SATB) 
Community and democracy.. 
 
 
(7) The Eternal’s face is turned to you (children or SA) 
This anthem quotes Ezekiel’s "My covenant of peace shall not be removed”. 
 

(8) Finale (choir, children, soloists or SATB) 
"Equip yourself for life, not for yourself alone but for the community" also paraphrases a fundamental dictum of Sir John 
Monash.  
 




















































































































































